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in respect to the independence and integrity of Austria which was in
accordance with the treaties and which had been restated in the
Three-Power declaration of February'1934.1

The need for concerted action by the Powers was averted by the
success of the Austrian Government in re-establishing effective con-
trol over the country and by the e correct attitude' which was adopted
by the German Government. The moral complicity of Germany in
the assassination of the Austrian Chancellor was taken for granted
elsewhere, for in no quarters was it believed that the German Govern-
ment would not have been able, if they had had the will, to put a stop
to the active support which the Austrian Nazis were known to receive
from Germany and to the incitements to violence which appeared
at frequent intervals in the German Press and were broadcast from
German wireless stations. If evidence were needed of the ability of
the German authorities to call off the campaign, it had been afforded
by the cessation of incidents which followed Herr Habicht's an-
nouncement of a 'truce' on the 19th February, 1934. The Austrian
Government, for their part, believed that the Nazi plans which had
been put into effect on the 25th July had actually been drawn up in
Germany, with the connivance, at least, of German Nazi leaders, and
this view was certainly supported by various circumstances in con-
nexion with the Putsch. For two or three days before the 25th July
great activity was observed in Munich among members of the Kampf-
ring and of the Austrian Legion, and lorries fuH of armed men were
reported to have been seen on their way to the frontier. Small bands
of legionaries actually crossed the frontier during the night of the
25th-26th July; but these invaders were driven back by the Austrian
guards, and the majority of the members of the Legion who had been
mobilized seem to have been disarmed by the Reich authorities and
forced to return to their camps as soon as it was clear that the Putsch
had failed. On the 26th July a German national who was arrested by
Austrian customs officials was found to be carrying two documents
in cipher, one of which contained detailed instructions regarding the
action which was to be taken by the Austrian Nazis as soon as
Dr. Dollfuss's retirement in favour of Dr. Rintelen was made known,
while the other contained a list of cipher words which was headed
by words denoting the death or capture of Dr. Dollfuss. During the
afternoon of the 25th July German newspapers rejoiced over the
triumph of the Nazi cause and the downfall of Dr. Dollfuss, and in
the evening the official news agency, the Deutsche Nachrichtenburo,
issued a statement, said to be based on "official and private reports
1 See pp. 454-5, above.